LIFE IN THE WOMB
Jeremiah 1:5
We usually hear a discussion on life after death. But today we want to look at another critical issue/debate
which is life before birth OR life in the womb. We know this as a battle of Pro-life vs. pro-choice (to be clear on
this, it is the choice of the mother and not the baby). January is the month usually highlighted for the sanctity
of life.
The greater issue for Christians is the sanctity of all human life… the preborn, the disabled, and the elderly. All
of these have come to the forefront in the discussion of the sanctity of life.
I try to always approach this subject with compassion and an offer of God’s forgiveness for anyone who has
been through an abortion. That is true today. I also seek to let our younger generation grow up knowing the
truth from God’s word.

Slide
The long battle for life is paying off. Public opinion is swinging back to more protection of the baby. More
young people are recognizing the truth in this battle. Some have called this generation the generation of life.
Science and technology have helped us to see more than ever before the baby in the womb. We see images
and we hear heartbeats much earlier in the womb. These prove the truth that it is indeed a baby and not just a
clump of cells.
Many statistics are available on the internet. Each side trying to prove their convictions. More and more of the
younger generation is standing for life, and against abortion.
The biggest argument for abortion are the “hard cases.”
“The three most frequently cited “hard cases” in which some argue abortion might be justified are rape, incest
and protecting the life of the mother. However, women rarely report that they are seeking an abortion for any
of these reasons:
Rape: 0.3%
Incest: 0.03%
Protection of mother’s life: 0.2%
In other words, out of 1,000 women procuring abortion, only three cite rape as the primary reason, and only
two cite protecting her life as the reason for the abortion. Out of 10,000 women procuring abortion, only three
cite incest as a reason.
Source: Johnston, Wm. Robert. Reasons Given For Having Abortions In The United States.
http://www.johnstonsarchive.net/policy/abortion/abreasons.html.
I want to look at this issue this morning from the scriptures in a very positive manner. You could say we are
going to look at the issue from God’s point of view.

BKD

Sunday, January 20, 2019

Page 1 of 3

First see:
I. God at Work in the Womb
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a
prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5)
Notice as we read this verse the use of the word “before” and the 4 pronouns “I.” The pronouns I refer to God.
He was at work in Jeremiah’s life, your life, and my life before we were born.
Break down this verse with me:
1. God knew us before our existence (5a)
“Before… the womb I knew you”
* This shows God’s all-knowing ability that time and existence does not affect. The great thing is not just
that God knows everything but that God knew you before there was a you! Is this truth just for Jeremiah?
Psalm 139:
“I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (14a)
“My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret” (15a)
“Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days
fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.” (16)

2. God formed us in the womb (5a)
“Before I formed you in the womb…”
* Do you think that before David was born God knew he would one day go to battle with a giant named
Goliath? YES. God made David just the right size so that David would not depend on himself but on God.
* There is a reason you are what and who you are. Some people have rejected God’s design for their life
and they have tried to set their own courses.
1. That will never allow you to fulfill God’s will for you.
2. That will not help you bring others into God’s kingdom through your work and witness.
* So the question is: are we living up to the purpose God made us for?
But what about those born with disabilities?
I have shared with you before the life of David Ring- an evangelist with Cerebal Palsy who is filled with the joy
of the Lord but let me give you a quote from Helen Keller:
“I thank God for my handicaps for, through them, I have found myself, my work, and my God.” Helen Keller
(Multiple sources on internet)
That is a powerful statement!
3. God set us apart from everyone else
“I sanctified (set apart) you” (5b)
There are many men, but only one like you to do what God has designed you can to do.
There are many ladies, but only one to do what God designed you can to do.
There are many teenagers, but only one that God designed to do what you can do.
There are many children, but only one to do what God has designed them to do.
* When God sets us apart, He has something for us to do in His kingdom work.
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* The apostle Paul realized that God had done this in his life:
“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace,
to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles…” (Galatians 1:15-16a)
4. God appointed us for a purpose
“I ordained (appointed) you” (5c)
*God didn’t call everyone to be a prophet like Jeremiah, but He does give us all a calling in life.
Some to be great moms and dads influencing the next generation.
Some to be great leaders, not following the culture around them but standing strong in the Lord.

BRINGING IT HOME where we live:
Even though Paul was a persecutor of the church before he was saved, we have already seen where he
realized that God had a purpose for him in life.
Can we turn to God in the middle of life and fulfill our purposes? Listen to what Paul said as he was at the end
of his life. “… the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith.” (II Tim. 4:6b-7)
These verses speak of:
* Making a difference- “I have fought the good fight” He fought the fight of faith for a purpose… to see others
come to faith in Jesus Christ.
* Accomplishing something-(Finishing his purpose) “I have finished the race”
* Believing something or Having convictions- “I have kept the faith”
** We must be in the fight for the unborn at whatever level we can make a difference.
> Millions of babies will never accomplish their purpose because they were never allowed to live.
* We must find God’s purpose in our own lives. NO ONE is a mistake and NO one was left out.
> Give your life and heart to Jesus Christ and follow Him.

Invitation:
Our prayer…
Lord, help me to nail down the truth in my heart on the sanctity of human life at every stage.
show me how to defend life in the womb.
Show me how to make a difference.
Show me my purpose each day.
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