One Returned To Give Thanks
LUKE 17:11-19
[17(11-19) One returned]
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In this passage, we will go from many lepers to one leper; from a group to an individual; and from being far from Jesus, to being at Jesus’ feet.
But before looking at that notice a few things we can learn from Jesus.
1. Jesus never avoided people who were different:  The Jews considered the Samaritans half breeds because of their history. So Samaritans and the Jews did not associate with each other in Jesus day. But Jesus looked on the heart of the person and saw a soul needing salvation. 
We are being like Jesus when we help those different than us.
2. Jesus went out of His way to not only heal diseases, but to forgive the sins of anyone who had faith in Him.
In Daniel 9:9 we read, To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him.
In Ephesians 1:7 we read, In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace…
If you have ever wondered why leprosy is mentioned so many times in the Bible – close to 40 times, it is b/c:
Leprosy frequently symbolizes sin. Leprosy devastates a life like sin. Leprosy is contagious like sin. Leprosy grows progressively worse like sin. 
  Gotquestions.com writes, In ancient Israel leprosy was a powerful object lesson of the debilitating influence of sin in a person’s life. It continues, Among the sixty-one defilements of ancient Jewish laws, leprosy was second only to a dead body in seriousness. Lepers lived in a community with other lepers until they either got better or died. This was the only way the people knew to contain the spread of the contagious forms of leprosy.

From Luke 17, notice with me:
I. The Lepers’ Condition
Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. (12)

Standing afar off was required so they would not infect another person (usually at least 6 ft from another person, including their family). If the wind was blowing, they were to stand 150 ft away. When approached by someone they were to cover their upper lip and cry out, unclean, unclean.

II. The Leper’s Request
And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” (13b)

They asked for mercy because they were diseased and believed Jesus could heal them (13b)
* Many today deny their sinful condition and a need for Jesus to save them from their sin. The lepers knew their physical condition and had no problem calling out to the One they had heard could help them. Those not willing to admit their sin to the Lord will not find mercy.

III. The Lepers’ Obedience and Healing
He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed  (14a)
  
- Go, show yourselves to the priests. (14) According to the Law in Leviticus, the Priests were the only ones who could declare them clean.
- And so it was that as they went…
To call Jesus Master (13) means nothing until we obey and follow Him as our Master.
Faith means we truly believe before we see. If we already see, we do not need faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)
We will see more of what Jesus can do in our lives by faith than any other way.
- And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. (14b)
We might not usually think of Jesus healing a group at one time, but He does here. The indication in verse 13 is that they all cried out for mercy. He did not heal them on the spot but as they went in obedience to the Priests.

IV. One Leper’s Return
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God (15)

Interesting observation about this group:
* Most of them must have been Jewish because Jesus told them to go to the priest to be pronounced clean. (Jewish requirement)
* The Samaritan (16) in the group of Jews is the only one to come back and give thanks. (He should have been the least one thought to have come back.) In verse 18, Jesus even said, Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner? (18)

- He glorified God with a loud voice (15)
He had two reasons I can think of to glorify God loudly.  
1. There was great thankfulness in his heart 
2. He had a habit of speaking loudly to people on the streets because of keeping his distance.

He did not come back because he should have or was expected to but because he was truly grateful!

and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. (16)
- He fell down on his face at Jesus feet giving Him thanks - 
Picture this scene!!
How long had it been since the leper could get this close to someone? His leprosy was now gone. He could come close and he did to worship Jesus.
In John 4:21-24, the word worship is used by Jesus 7 times in dealing with the woman at the well. Each time, it is the Greek word, proskuneo (pros-koo-neh’-o). It is a verb meaning to go down on knees to, do obeisance to, worship. This is what we see the former leper do in Luke 17. 
Our sinfulness separates us from God. When Jesus saves us from the penalty of our sin, we can come close to God in worship!
   
V. The Leper’s Faith 
Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well. (19)

He had already been cleansed and so had the other nine. So what is Jesus saying here?
The phrase, Your faith has made you well is usually equated with sins forgiven in other passages. So we would assume that here.
All ten lepers received cleansing from leprosy but only one appears to receive the forgiveness of his sins by the very Son of God.
Don’t just look for the outward help from God but by faith let Jesus make your soul well for eternity.
 
BRINGING IT HOME where we live:

We have to wonder which group we would have been in, the nine or the one? 
* Are you like the nine lepers who have not thought about the Blesser as much as the blessings?
* Are you like the one who would come alone and thank the Lord for His blessings? Stepping out from the group was the right thing for this leper.
Most of all, do you have faith that Jesus can forgive your sins as well? That is the greatest of all miracles in our lives!
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