Practical Reasons to Believe in the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
John 20:1-10
[Practical reasons resurrection of Jesus]
It is hard to overstate the importance of Jesus resurrection. Here are a couple critical points to consider regarding the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
- If there is no resurrection, we would not have victory over death. A dead Savior cannot help us. Peter said, God has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (I Peter 1:3b)
- If there was no resurrection, it is quite certain there would have been no Christian Church. The disciples were full of fear and confused b/c Jesus had been crucified.
I’m not going to give you all the reasons that can be given as evidence of the resurrection of our Lord BUT some very practical evidences of His resurrection.
1. Jesus said multiple times that He would rise on the third day after dying. He told His disciples at least 3 times. (Matthew 16:21-23, 17:22-23, 20:17-19) But Mark and Luke record these also so and in John 2:18-22, Jesus gives us an early reference to His resurrection. So, you and I are told that Jesus said it 9 times as we read the four gospels. Are we going to believe other things Jesus said but not believe this? If not, we are saying He lied.
2. Jesus said He had power to rise from the dead. Speaking of His life, Jesus said, No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again (John 10:18). Again, do we believe what Jesus said?
3. The tomb where Jesus body was laid was empty (Matthew 28:6). Even the chief priests and elders, who hated Jesus, admitted the tomb was empty by paying the guards to say his disciples stole His body while they slept. But we know fear-filled disciples would not take on 16 guards. The tomb was empty b/c Jesus arose!
4. Robbers or anyone else would not remove the grave clothes while stealing Jesus’ body. This would slow them down and make it harder. They especially could not leave them in the fashion in which Mary, Peter, and John found them. Robbers/anyone else would have left them in a disorderly manner. (See John 20:5-8 See my studies on this.)
5. Women were the first to witness the empty tomb. (Matthew 28:1) and to see the resurrected Jesus (Matthew 28:9-10). If these stories were made up, they never would have used women in this story to see these things first because the witness of women was rejected in this ancient time and culture.
- An important note to this is one of the women, Mary Magdalene, saw Jesus first and she had formerly been possessed by 7 demons (Mark 16:9). If you are making up a story of the resurrection of the Son of God, you would not use her. It’s another proof, this event is true!
6. The disciples believed it because they were eye witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection.
- They saw Jesus on several different occasions after His resurrection. (John 20:19-29 gives 2 of those occasions). 
7. The Changed Disciples. From confused and fearful followers of Jesus to bold public witnesses of Jesus birth, life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension. No more hiding. They would now live and even die for their Lord and Savior.
8. The great number of people who saw Jesus alive after His death included over 500 brethren at one time and Paul writes that the greater part of that crowd was still alive when he wrote about it (I Cor. 15:6). So, people who read this could go ask 250+ people and they could tell them about it. The question might be, when did Paul write it. I Cor. was written around 55 AD. That’s app. 22 years after Jesus was crucified. A 20 yr old young man who saw Jesus after His resurrection would now be 42. Multiply his witness by a couple hundred more and we see that this is a very reliable witness of Jesus’ resurrection.

BRINGING IT HOME where we live:
One of Jesus’ disciples, Thomas, is referred to as doubting Thomas. He heard that the other disciples had seen Jesus alive, but he said, Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe (Jn. 20:25b). When he does see Jesus 8 days later with the other disciples, Jesus said, to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing” (27). Thomas replied, My Lord and my God! (28). Don’t miss Jesus’ next comment: Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed (29).
You and I cannot see the nail prints in Jesus’ hands or the wound in His side. But we can see the evidence that is overwhelming. I pray that if you are a doubter, you will come to the conclusion like millions have, that Jesus is the resurrected, living Lord and Savior of the world.

