BURYING THE SON OF GOD
JOHN 19:38-42

19(38-42)

I have two books in my study that give the last words of famous and not so famous people in history. One is titled, All the Last Words of Saints and Sinners (by Herbert Lockyer). We can add to this today by giving The Last Words of the Savior! The last words people speak can be very telling. It gives us insight as to what they are experiencing. Or maybe what they look forward to in 

eternity. According to reports, they can even give a glimpse into where they are headed in eternity. 

We see Jesus last words in verse 30 as He said, It is finished. He did not say I am finished, but, It is finished. What was he talking about? One writer (Wiersbe) wrote, It is finished! was the cry of a conqueror. The Greek word translated “It is finished!” was a familiar word in that day. Bankers used it when the final payment had been made on a debt. Jesus completely paid the debt we owed. And it [our sin debt] will be remembered against us no more forever.
When we speak of the burial of Jesus, we usually hit it and go on. But let’s take a little more time today to look further at the burial of the Son of God as the Holy Spirit had the writers of all 4 gospels to record it. It is that important. 

I. The Son of God’s Unlikely Disciples (38-40)
There were not 12, not 11, not even 1 of His closest 
disciples as far as we know. There were 2 of His distant 
disciples taking care of burying Jesus.

1. A disciple named Joseph of Arimathea (38a)
Several facts about Joseph of Arimathea:

1) He is mentioned in all 4 gospels, and only in 
connection to Jesus’ burial. Matt. 27:57-60; Mk. 15:42-
46; Lk. 23:50-54
2) He was a member of the Sanhedrin (Luke 23:50, 
Mk. 15:43), the governing body of the Jews.
3) He was a rich man (Mt. 27:57)

4) He was a good man and just (Luke 23:50-51).
5) He was a secret disciple (John 19:38).
6) He did not consent to the council’s decision 

concerning Jesus’ death (Luke 23:51) 
7) He asked Pilate for Jesus’ body (Mt. 27:58).

8) He gave his new tomb for Jesus body to be laid in 
(Mt. 27:60, fulfilling Isaiah 53:9). This scripture tells us 

the Messiah would be buried with the rich at His death. 

Jesus was considered a rebel by Roman and Jewish 

authorities so He would have been buried with the two 

thieves who died on the crosses beside Him. This burial 

would have been in an unmarked grave! But Joseph’s 

actions were critical in having Jesus put in His own 

unused tomb, fulfilling OT prophecy.
9) He was looking for the kingdom of God and found it 

in Jesus Christ (Luke 23:51).
Let me highlight something:

He feared the Jews, but approached Pilate asking for 
the body of Jesus (38).
The Jews most likely would have put him out of the 
Sanhedrin if they knew he was a disciple of Jesus.

The Bible doesn’t condemn Joseph for being a secret 

disciple especially b/c he stepped up to take Jesus’ body 

and bury Him when none of Jesus’ well-known disciples 

did anything. I believe God gave Joseph the courage to do 

this.
Then we see:
2. A disciple named Nicodemus (39)
1) He is always identified as the one who came to Jesus 

by night (Jn 3, 7, 19)

2) We learn a lot from his visit to Jesus by night (Jn 3)           
3) He spoke up for Christ in front of the Pharisees and 

scribes (Jn 7:50-52)
4) He openly joined Joseph in preparing Jesus’ body 

for burial (39-40).
Amazing how the secret disciples are coming forward at 
a tense time, while most of the faithful disciples are 
scattered. Both Nicodemus and Joseph are prominent 
Jews being used by the Lord at an important time.

II. The Son of God’s Body (39-40)
1. His body is prepared for burial with spices and linen (39-40)

The Apologetics Study Bible says this amount of material 
was used at the funeral of a king. This might reflect 
Joseph and Nicodemus’ belief in Jesus Christ.
2. His body is prepared for burial like others of the 
Jews (40) “as the custom of the Jews is to bury.” 

This shows the important fact that they knew Jesus was 
dead. This takes away the false claim by some that Jesus 

was not truly dead.
III. The Son of God’s Tomb (41; Mt. 27-28)
1. A tomb never used before (41)

Why is this important? There is no trace of a decayed body since no one was laid there before and because Jesus rose from the dead. 
2. A tomb secured by Joseph… (Mt. 27:60)

This may be a fact we don’t usually think about. We see this in Matthew’s account in 27:59-60.
When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed. (Mt. 27:59-60)

3. A tomb also secured by the chief priests, Pharisees, 
and Pilate’s guard (Mt. 27:62-66)
It is interesting to see that the chief priests and Pharisees 
knew what Jesus meant concerning His death, burial, and 
resurrection, yet they refused to believe.
Note that they also knew Jesus was dead. They didn’t ask 
for Pilate to make sure Jesus was dead (That had been 
done with the spear while He was on the cross). They 
asked Pilate to make sure the tomb was secure.

4. A tomb that is only temporary (Mt. 28:5-7)

But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead… (Mt. 28:5-7a)
BRINGING IT HOME where we live:

The Bible gives details for a reason. Details establish the truth. Details silence the critics. Details help us to believe. The details are:
Jesus did die on the cross.
Jesus was buried in a tomb.

Pilate, the Pharisees, and the Scribes knew these things. Joseph and Nicodemus knew these things.

In John 19:35 John is referring to himself as an eyewitness when he writes, And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. (Jn. 19:35) He gives these details as an eyewitness so we could believe that Jesus did die on the cross. It’s not just an intellectual or historical belief but a belief by faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

Alex McFarland is scheduled to be here next week and speak about the evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).
Our faith is strengthened by the Word of God. 
