Perilous Times, Imposters, and Evil Men
II Timothy 3:6-9, 13
Looking back at vv. 1-5

It shows us that people with some of the worldly characteristics will have a “form of godliness” but deny the
power [of God to change their lives]. Then at the end of verse 5 he says, “And from such people turn away”.
(5b) Why would Paul tell Timothy, and in effect, you and I, to turn away from them? The answer is in v. 6ff.
He begins with the word “for” or we could say ‘because’… because of this sort are those who…
So we will pick up right here to see what sort of people these are and what they are doing. I believe this will
show us why we are to turn away from them.
First, they:
I. Creep Into Households
“For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down
with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(6-7)
“Creep” means to ‘slip in.’ This is not a break-in literally. It is slipping into the hearts and minds deceptively
with false religion.
- Those who creep into households resist the truth of God and imitate the truth… using religious words but not
the truth.
- Those whose households are crept into are immature in the Word, and even ignorant of the truth. Therefore
they are “gullible” or easy targets. No wonder Peter said we are to: “grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 3:18)
- With guilt of their sins they turn to the false promises of the deceivers.
One writer said it may have been a specific group of women in Ephesus who had become victims of this
deception.
“Weak in virtue and the knowledge of the truth, and weighed down with emotional and spiritual guilt over
their sins, these women were easy prey for the deceitful false teachers.” 1
We see this same thing happening today. Cults who sound religious, preying on people’s ignorance of the
Word of God.
In verse 7 he said the gullible are, “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(7) They are reading books but not the Bible. They are listening to those who claim to have secret codes and
hidden messages in the Bible that will give them a spiritual level about other people. It’s always something
new and secret, and special rather than solid consistent study of God’s Word.
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They:
II. Resist the Truth
“Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds,
disapproved concerning the faith” (8)
Why do they resist the truth? They have corrupt minds. Truth is not their goal. Profit, control, fame, etc. are
their goals.
Why have they started their own cults? They are disapproved concerning the faith and start something that
matches their twisted truth.
* NOTE: Who is Jannes and Jambres. Some believe Egyptian magicians who imitated the miracles of Moses but
were seen to be frauds. Others believe they “pretended to become Jewish proselytes, instigated the worship
of the golden calf, and were killed with the rest of the idolaters (Ex. 32).” 2
Verse 13 closes this out today as he says they will:
III. Grow Worse and Worse
“But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.” (13)
Paul describes them as 1.) Evil men 2.) Imposters.
This verse tells us they will continue to be a problem, getting worse and worse. Next Sunday, Lord willing, we
will see what our response should be.
The sad truth about these evil men and imposters is:
- They are deceiving people (13b)
- They are being deceived themselves (13b)

BRINGING IT HOME:
Being immature and ignorant of the Word of God makes your mind and life a target.
Growing in the Word of God strengthens and grows your relationship with God AND it strengthens you against
deception.

- Get into the Word
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom…” (Col. 3:16)
- Grow in the Word
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and
forever. Amen.” (II Peter 3:18)
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