THE BATTLE OF LOVE
LOVE VS. LOVE
I John 2:15; 4:7-9

There are battles we might face in life. Battles with other people and so on. But one of the greatest battles in
life are within us.
[Slide]
What does that battle field look like?
It is a battle like Eve had as see looked on the forbidden fruit.
It is a battle like Abraham had as he told a lie about who his wife was… two times.
It is a battle like Paul had as he struggled with his flesh.
There also is a battle for love. The world calls out for our love and God offers us His love. But we can’t have
both. We must choose.
Jesus summed it up in Matthew 6:24 as He said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
I want to look at this subject on The Battle of Love OR love vs. love.
I. The Love of the world
“If anyone loves the world…” (2:15b)
The word spoken of here for world is “the invisible spiritual system of evil dominated by Satan (see notes on
2 Cor. 10:3–5) and all that it offers in opposition to God, His Word, and His people” 1
I John 5:19 describes this a little: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of
the wicked one.” (I John 5:19)
The Jeremiah Study Bible explains the world system in the context of I John 2 this way: “System of this world,
which aligns with Satan and opposes both God and Christ… Here, John warns readers not to love the false
values, false standards, and false gods of society…” (JSB, p.1808)
The world system that opposes God and Christ, His word, His people can been seen in some of the following:
The few things I am sharing today are out of the headlines this past week. I didn’t go looking for them.
This can be seen in our government as they are again seeking to remove the words from oaths, “so help me
God.” This has to do with the House Committee on Natural Resources. This has already be altered or made
optional in some other oaths.
This can be seen in our society. B Smith has been called the black Martha Stewart. She was diagnosed in 2013
with Alzheimer disease. It is now been reported that her husband has a girlfriend and has moved her in with he
and B. Smith. 'I love my wife but I can’t let her take away my life!' B. Smith's husband hits back at critics who
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slammed him for having a girlfriend while caring for his Alzheimer's-suffering wife (DailyMail.com on
1/30/19)
According to the Philly Inquirer her husband said, “Don’t judge me for being married and also having a
girlfriend.” (philly.com article by Jenice Armstrong)
You may say this is extreme and I agree it is. So were many other things a decade ago which are now
mainstream in America.
Here is a quote concerning open marriages from an article on cosmopolitan.com: “Many people see it as a
natural progression to the growing variety of family arrangements.”
In other words if you can have two men, two women, why not two men and one woman, etc.? We are on a
dangerous spiral downward in America.
This can be seen in our communities:
Article this week and news coverage from WSPA about a Drag queen reading books to children at Simpsonville
library sponsored backed by Mom’s Liberal Happy Hour of SC. This has already been done in other parts of the
US such as NY according to the newscast.
I understand these are shocking stories but we started on a slippery slope decades ago in America by removing
prayer from schools and this is where we are at on the slope right now.
John goes on to say “if anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (I John 15b)
Be careful where your affections are. Colossians 3:2 says, “Set your mind on things above, not on things on
the earth.” The KJV says, “Set your affection…”
The mind is a battle ground and we live in a spiritual warzone all round us every day. Do you ever feel like Lot
when he was in Sodom? Listen to II Peter 2:7-8. “and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy
conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day
to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)” (II Peter 2:7-8)
If you and I do not set our minds/affections on things above, the battle will become even worse within.
II. The Love of God
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us,
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” (I John 4:7-9)
Aren’t you glad God is a God of love! Look at a couple things here briefly.
1. “Let us love one another, for love is of God” (7a)
If you find love anywhere, it should be among God’s children because our heavenly Father is love.
2. “Everyone who loves is born of God” (7b)
Dr. Jeremiah wrote, “Hate cannot characterize a true Christian. Love is the new nature of a believer, because
it is God’s nature.” He goes on to write, “it is a love like God’s – holy, unconditional, passionate, and
sacrificial.”
3. “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” (8)
If you love the world and do not love God and His children, you should make sure you are truly saved. John
uses stronger language as he says, “He who does not love does not know God.”
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BRINGING IT HOME:
2 ways of looking at this:
Who has your love today, God or this world?
Who or what is winning the battle for your love?
Do you need to turn from the world today to Jesus?
- For salvation?
As a child of God who has lost their way?
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