READY for the NEW YEAR or NOT?
Philippians 3:12-13

Teresa is a financial secretary at Northbrook BC. They have been closing out the financial books for
2018 just like we have at Zion Hill. A few things involved in this are:
(Picture of 2018-2019)

- Any credit card charges that need to be paid from the 2018 budget.
- Any other bills outstanding for 2018.
- Recording of all last minute donations
When everything with 2018 is settled we can move forward and not have financial issues lingering
that need to be dealt with. That would soon give us trouble.
Many Christians enter the new year with unsettled issues in their lives that need to be dealt with so
they can move forward with other people and their Lord. These might include:
- Unconfessed sins
- Unsettled relationships (problems between them and others)
- Unassured of salvation
- Disobedient to something God wants them to do. (This would be sinful also but it is not a sin
committed but sin by not doing something they know they should. In a case like this, it is not the
doubt of doing something, it is the disobedience of doing what they know.) James 4:17 puts it this
way: “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” (James 4:17)
You might can think of something else that would go in this category of unsettled issues. An
organizational plan, a savings plan, a personal budget, a diet plan, an exercise plan and so forth. It
could be many things.
I have tried to focus on the things that are critical to a person moving forward with God and people.
I want to look at these one by one so you and I can personally address what needs to be addressed in
our lives. First let’s look at:
I. Unconfessed Sins
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.” (Psalm 66:18)
It is a serious thing to cover up and/or ignore our sins.
- If I act like I haven’t sinned, God still knows when I have sinned.
- If I hide my sin from others, God still knows.
BUT when I admit I have sinned I agree with God that I am not perfect and need His forgiveness.
BUT admitting or confessing my sin alone is not enough.
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People tell me:
- They are living wrong but they do not turn from it. Has their admission/confession to me helped
them or made a difference? No.
- They need to follow the Lord but they never turn to Him. Has their confession of the need to follow
God alone helped them? No. There is no change in their life.
James mentions something like this in 2:19 as he says, “You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!” (James 2:19)
Intellectual belief does not bring change. Trusting Jesus does.
If a person does not repent/turn from sin/sinful living to God there will be no change.
Did Jesus die on a cruel cross to make you a better person or to make a way for your sins to be
forgiven?
Hebrews 9:22b says, “without shedding of blood there is no remission.” (Heb. 9:22b)
The word remission means forgiveness. “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins.” (Matthew 26:28) Jesus shed His blood and died so our sins could be
forgiven!
The Apostle John has something to say about unconfessed sins: “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:8-9) God cannot forgive us until
we confess that we have sinned. I’ll repeat to you a scenario I gave a few years ago:
If a person (s) is living out in the world against God’s principles and decides one day that they want to
change. So, they begin going to a Church. Many people do this and without anything else happening
they most likely will soon leave the Church and think that religion did not help them. WHY? There was
never the confession of their sin condition asking God’s forgiveness. AS we have already seen, this is
why Jesus died on the cross. Church is not here to make us better moms and dads and children
(although it can help), or to make us better citizens (although it can help). It is here to tell us there is a
way through Jesus Christ to have our sins forgiven and never held against us again. Look at Romans
8:1. “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus [Our position as
children of God through Christ], who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit
[Our walk each day as children of God].” (Romans 8:1)
BRINGING IT HOME in our lives:
What a feeling to have our sins forgiven.
After King David was faced with his unconfessed/hidden sin, he said, “Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me. (Psalm 51:2-3) Is that what you need? To be washed and cleansed inside?
You can be like David and acknowledge your sin to God. Just between you and God (unless there is
someone involved that you sinned against). The only thing to do to take care of it once and for all is
to confess it to God, turning from it and asking Him to forgive you.
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