THE INCREASE IN EVIL
TITUS 1:15
Two Part Message
Scripture for today
“To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their
mind and conscience are defiled.” (Titus 1:15)
I wanted to bring this message today because of all the evil we are seeing in our nation. This evil has not just
started. Some of these things have been seen before in our nation but not the mass shootings and not the
shootings in churches like this.
Questions are being asked like, Why are these things happening? Or, How could this happen in a church? And
even possibly the question of Why would God allow this to happen?
This is why I wanted to address “The Increase of Evil.”
* Please take this message in its entirety and see the big picture. Our nation is changing from a Christian nation
built upon biblical principles to a much less Christian society.
* You cannot remove God and the influence of godliness in a nation and there be no negative impact.
There’s a saying that goes like this: “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you
want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” I believe America is beginning to experience this.
I will use part of what I heard Dr. John MacArthur Jr. use as he answered a question about the incident at
Charlottesville recently and part of my own studies on this.
The thought I want us to see this morning is: God has put certain things in place that combat evil and the fact
that these things are being changed or removed in our nation.
I’ll give you these points right away and then try to present the case for it. Four things God has given us that
are changing in America with devastating effects.
1. Our Conscience
2. The Family
3. The Government (law enforcement)
4. The Church

I. God Has Given Us a Conscience
“To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their
mind and conscience are defiled.” (Titus 1:15)
I think the part I underlined in this verse describes what we are seeing.
The Bible speaks of the conscience 29 times. The conscience can be molded for good or it can be defiled.
Scripture speaks of a:
- pure conscience (I Tim. 3:9)
- good conscience (Acts 23:1)
- weak conscience (I Cor. 8:12)
- defiled conscience (Titus 1:15)
- evil conscience (Heb. 10:22)
- conscience seared as with a hot iron (I Tim. 4:2)
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One source (Wikipedia) says, The “Conscience is an aptitude, faculty, intuition or judgment that assists in
distinguishing right from wrong. Moral judgment may derive from values or norms (principles and rules).”
(Wikipedia)
- When the conscience is altered the judgement of right and wrong is altered.
- When values and norms in society are altered, the conscience is altered.
EX: When abortion became legal our values changed in our nation for many people. This can affect the
conscience of those trying to decide if it is right or wrong.
God has given us a conscience but it needs to be molded with godly principles, values, and standards.
Unfortunately many are going away from this.
Would you agree with me the conscience of America is not what it used to be?
Desensitize…

II. God Has Instituted the Family
“Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the
man.” (Genesis 2:22)
God made Adam and Eve and brought them together and thereby instituting the marriage and the family. He
told them to be fruitful and to multiply (1:28).
God instituted marriage and the family before the government or the Church.
The parents are to teach their children the ways of God. This is seen in the OT (Deut. 6:7) and the NT (Eph. 6:4).
This is God’s design to help children develop a healthy spiritual, moral, private and public life.
* Our current society and many courts are trying to tear down marriage and the family. The breakdown of
marriage and the family in our society is taking its tow on children.
Parents are to teach right and wrong, godly living, morals and ethics. But we are failing at alarming rates.
Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler wrote a book titled, “Right From Wrong.” If you read the smaller print
before the title it reads, “New Study Reveals A Majority Of Churched Youth Can No Longer Determine… Right
From Wrong.” (Josh McDowell)
In the book, they give many reasons for what they call “The Seismic Shift” in our culture and its negative, even
destructive effect on children… even churched children.
What we do, the amount of time spent, and what we expose our children to develops their values (or lack
thereof), their morals, their ethics and their conscience.
The family unit is one of the things God put in place for our good but in America it is under attack.
Marriages and families are bruised and battered from the onslaught against them and the effects are showing
up.

III. God Has Instituted the Government
“For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what
is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil,
be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on
him who practices evil.” (Romans 13:3-4)
God instituted government for our good. The quick question when we look at governments around the world
is, “Are they fulfilling the purpose God made them for?” No, not all governments are.
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Specifically, the phrase “bear the sword” is applied to our law enforcement in America. We are seeing attacks
on law enforcement in a way I never thought we would see. Yes, there are bad apples and wrong decisions
made by police, BUT that is a fraction of the good police and the great decisions made each day.
Our law enforcement has been undermined by the media (quick opinions when evidence is not known yet), by
public opinion (when lies have been told and believed but later shown to be lies), and by some government
officials (“A Nebraska state senator compared American police to Islamic terrorists and suggested he'd shoot a
cop if only he had a weapon.” From foxnews.com in 2015)
When people disregard and disrespect authority in their lives, they will also disregard the authority of God in
their lives.
The point here is that what God put in place is now being undermined in America.

IV. God Has Instituted the Church
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:1920a)
“Based on Barna’s most recent data, almost four in 10 (38%) Americans are active churchgoers, slightly more
(43%) are unchurched, and around one-third (34%) are dechurched.” (Barna.org)
Since church attendance is down in America, it goes without saying that Christ’s teachings are not reaching
most Americans which in turn has an effect on the way Americans think, act, and believe.
We end up with a secular world view more than a biblical worldview.
- Secular worldview says you are the result of a catastrophic big bang with no purpose, no God, and no
eternity.
The far reaching implications of this are no moral standards set by God, no accountability for your actions
before a holy God, and no meaningful existence with which you fulfill God’s great plan for you.
- A biblical worldview says you are the result of a loving God Who has a specific purpose for you, Who sent His
Son to die for you so you can have eternal life and even abundant life here on earth.
One of the focuses I have for Zion Hill BC is to be a beacon, not only of the love of Christ and the gospel
message for sinners BUT also one of the main sources of Christ’s teachings and the understanding of the whole
counsel of God’s word for believers.

These are the words of Christ to His church. It can be seen as the marching orders until Christ comes back for
His church.
We are to teach followers of Christ “all things” that He taught the disciples.
The Church is missing the purpose of teaching Christ’s commands in many places.
- Student’s faiths are attacked in college and in their circle of friends and they don’t know how to defend their
faith.
- Church member’s beliefs are questioned at work, at home, in the community and they back down because
they can’t defend their faith.

BRINGING IT HOME:
We live in a society that wants no barriers or boundaries. They want no boundaries on:
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- What the mind thinks.
- What the eyes see.
- What the hands do.
When there are no boundaries (ethical standards, values, moral boundaries) we become like Israel was in one
of the darkest periods in their history.
Two times in the book of Judges it tells us the reason for such wickedness in Israel at that time period: “In
those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 17:6, 21:25)
No king represents no standards, no law to put boundaries and guides on people’s actions.
I want to take this sobering message and bring it to a time of thankfulness. HOW?
Be thankful:
- Thankful you have a conscience that is still bothered when you sin against God and His ways. Don’t become
so desensitized to the evil, immorality, and godlessness around us that it doesn’t bother you anymore.
- Thankful you have (or had) a family. For some that might be the church family. Commit yourself to teach
God’s ways to your children, grandchildren, and any that God puts in your path of influence.
- Thankful we have law enforcement to keep us safe in troubled times.
- Thankful we have a church that teaches God’s truth from His word. We are committed to properly interpret
it, not twist it, not water it down, and administer it with love.
Are you thankful?
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