WHEN JESUS BECOMES COMMON
Matthew 13:54-58
Have you ever heard the phrase, “Familiarity Breeds Contempt?” Many believe this phrase is the modern
parallel to what Jesus said in verse 57 about a prophet not being “without honor except in his own country
and in his own house.”
We sometimes become so use to a person close to us that we fail to recognize their value and to appropriately
honor them. This can be true in many relationships – In a job setting or in a family setting. But here is what I
want to try to emphasize today - It also can happen in our relationship with God.
The thought of Jesus becoming common began to hit me when we were in Canada. I can’t remember what
exactly brought it on but I have continued to think on this since then.
One video in particular has challenged me in how I think of Jesus in my heart. As Steve Green and a few others
sing an older, simple song titled “No Other Name But Jesus,” the Lord begins to do a work in hearts in that
room. They begin to react to the name of Jesus. (Begin video at 2:15)
In Matthew 13 we see some who did not see anything special about the name of Jesus. How could Jesus be
standing in front of them and yet He remained common/average to them?
First of all:
I. Rejection of Jesus’ Deity Made Him Common
“Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?” (13:54b)
The evidence was there for them to see:
“Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?” They held on to their misunderstanding
about Jesus rather than embrace the evidence in front of them.
- He’s not the Lord to them, He’s Mary’s Son.
- He’s not the Master of the sea, the raiser of the dead, the healer of disease, and the Commander of demons
to leave bodies. To them He was the carpenter’s son.
- He’s not the forgiver of sins. To them He is just the brother of four guys and some sisters in Nazareth.
Who is Jesus to you?
Is He just a Bible character? Is He a good man who lived 2000 years ago but then died on a cross? Is He a man
from God who started a religion?
OR is He the King of kings and Lord of lords? Is He the Son of the living God? Is He the only One Who can save
your soul from God’s wrath on sin? Is He the One who has a purpose for you in this world?
Who is He to you? It matters how you see Jesus.
II. Unbelief Made Jesus of Little Effect
“Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” (58)
Unbelief caused Jesus to do very little in His home town of Nazareth. Jesus was just a common man to them so
they would receive nothing from Him.
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I’m not a health and wealth preacher saying God has to do whatever you ask Him. But I believe we give up
what God does want to do when we are guilty of unbelief. Jesus can make the difference in our distress, in our
troubles, and in our needs if we will let Him.
I am convinced that we, who know better, at times allow Jesus to become common in our lives.
- We grow use to Jesus name rather than it being the most powerful and precious name ever uttered.
- We become use to reading all that Jesus did and it has little effect on us now.
- We let distance grow between us and God and the freshness of His presence and work in our lives is gone.
- Singing and preaching becomes more about ability and even
entertainment rather than about Jesus.
The big question now is HOW do we keep Jesus from becoming common in our hearts? Or how do we restore
that proper admiration of Christ in our heart?

1. Spend time with God in prayer. (If you go a day or days without speaking to your family or friends,
it creates distance between you and them. In the same way, don’t ignore your God and Savior.
Begin the day speaking to the Lord… even a two - three minute prayer to get started right. (You are
acknowledging and reminding yourself of His presence in your life that day.)

2. Spend time in God’s word. “BIBLE OWNERSHIP IS UP, BUT READERSHIP IS DOWN According to a
recent poll by Barna Group, only 37% of Americans report reading the Bible once a week or more.1 … Even as
Bible ownership remains strong, readership and engagement are weak.
Yet research shows that Bible reading is the number one indicator for spiritual growth.2”
(1. Barna Group for American Bible Society, “State of the Bible Report,” 2014
2. Brad J. Waggoner, The Shape of Faith to Come, 2008”

The power of God is not having a Bible in your hand but having it in your heart (Ps. 119:11).
The key is not letting your Bible sit on the shelf but letting “the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col. 3:16).

3. When singing hymns, sing to Him. (Other types of songs about our faith.)
4. Draw near to God. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:8).
BRINGING IT HOME:
Who is Jesus to you?
Has He become common in your heart?
Child of God, Do you need to renew your relationship with Him?
If Jesus is not your personal Lord and Savior, you need to call on Him through prayer today for salvation, to
become a child of God.
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