The Study of Ruth
2:12-23
Naomi and her daughter-in-law have made their way back to Bethlehem. The decision for Ruth was
more than a choice to walk 55 miles to Bethlehem and see how things were there. She has turned from
following pagan gods to following the one true God (1:16). There is no turning back for her.

Prayer of Boaz (12) – “The Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord God of
Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge” (12). Even though Boaz is a wealthy man, he
doesn’t depend on his wealth to repay Ruth but asks the LORD to repay her work, “and a full reward be
given you by the LORD God of Israel” (12). “God is here portrayed as a mother bird sheltering the young
and fragile with her wings (cf. Pss. 17:8; 36:7; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7; 91:1, 4). Boaz blessed Ruth in light of her
new found commitment to and dependence on the Lord.” 1 See the reference of Psalm 57:1 especially.
Boaz would later be part of the answer to his prayer for Ruth (3:9ff).
Response of Ruth (13) – Her response is full of humility and thankfulness.
Generosity of Boaz (14-16) - He invited Ruth to “eat of the bread and dip your piece of bread in the
vinegar.” Boaz invites her to come and eat because it appears she has nothing of her own prepared to
eat. This combination would help the thirst they had from working. Boaz also provides more grain for
Ruth than she could get on her on by addressing his laborers (15-16).
Generosity of Ruth (14b) – In verse 14 the phrase “and she ate and was satisfied, and kept some back”
speaks to a couple things:
* She was given an abundance by Boaz when they ate.
* She did not forget her widowed mother-in-law and held some back for her (18b).
Ruth returned to the fields to continue working and ended up with an “ephah of barley” (17). “ephah.
Over one half bushel weighing about thirty to forty pounds.” 2 Verse 17 says Ruth “beat out what she
had gleaned…” “This is still done by the gleaners at the close of their day’s work, sticks or stones being
used as convenient though rude instruments for threshing the grain they have gathered.” (James M.
Freeman, Manners and Customs of the Bible, LOGOS International, Plainfield, 1972. P.129) For larger quantities, other
threshing instruments as well as oxen can be used. (See Deut. 25:4)

In The House (18-23)
Response of Naomi (18-23)
* Her astonishment- This was a great amount for one day so much that Naomi asked, “Where have you
gleaned today? And where did you work? Blessed be the one who took notice of you” (19).
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* Her applause - “Blessed be he of the Lord, who has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the
dead!” (20) She happily recognizes that God had not forgot about them!
* Her acknowledgement- “This man is a relation of ours, one of our close relatives” (20) God was at
work lining up the one who would be the kinsman redeemer. God was also at work before the
foundation of the world to provide our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. See I Peter 1:20; Rev. 13:8.
* Her advice- In response to Boaz’ offer to Ruth to continue gleaning in his fields (21), Naomi said, “It is
good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, and that people do not meet you in any
other field.” (22) Strangers outside of their family would not treat Ruth and Naomi with such generosity
and favor.
Time passes as Ruth gleans in the fields of Boaz (between mid-April to mid-June) and takes care of her
mother-in-law Naomi (23).

************************************************************************************
We can learn from the example of Boaz how to treat those we might supervise in a job (to be godly
realizing we also have a Master in Heaven. See Eph. 6:9 and Col. 4:1), how to treat those who are less
fortunate but work hard (to be generous thereby rewarding hard work), and how to pray for those who
do their part in working to provide for others (seen in verse 12).
We can learn from the example of Ruth how to respond to the goodness of the Lord in our lives. We
realize we come empty handed spiritually before God. We merit nothing but receive from His hand
because of His generosity and care. God can provide for us and protect us. There is no need to go to any
other field (the world) because God has all we need.
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