WHAT ABOUT THE CHURCH?
ACTS 2:46-47
Around July of 1990, Evangelist Tom Hayes preached a message at El Bethel Baptist Assembly on “What’s Right
with the Church.” Teresa, Matthew, Lindsey and I were there that night and his points, as I remember them,
were:
* I was saved in the Church
* I was married in the Church
* I was called to preach in the Church
I can say that I have literally never been the same since that sermon because that was the night that I began to
sense that God was calling me into ministry. Becoming convinced of God’s call, I announced it in the Church at
Stone Station about two months later.
Today, I see people that seem to not value or believe in the importance of the Church (especially the local
Church) as it has been in the past. This is more than just not being active in the Church. It is the thought that
Church is not necessary. It really isn’t necessary even in the life of a Christian.
Why is that and How important is the local Church?
It is true…
* Some Churches seem to have strayed from being a biblical Church, going away from the teachings of the
Bible.
* Some churches have not used the scriptures to settle divisive issues and have split and shipwrecked many
lives.
* Some Churches seem to be more of a social club with membership benefits.
* Some Churches are like Paul told Timothy in II Tim. 3:5, “Having a form of godliness but denying its power.”
Because some churches have gone astray, should we devalue Church altogether? No.
Stephen Davey in his message titled, “Why We Belong” said, “Now don’t misunderstand; you don’t have to go
to church to be a Christian, but you don’t have to go home to be married either – and I recommend both – for
obvious reasons.” (Stephen Davey)
I can’t give you all the reasons people do not value or hold the Church as important but I will try to confirm the
importance of the Church through scripture.

I. The Church is God’s Plan
Jesus is Head of the Church… “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church” (Eph. 1:22)
Jesus purchased the Church with His blood… “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood.” (Acts 20:28)
Jesus preserves the Church… “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)
Pastor, isn’t Jesus talking about the universal Church worldwide? You’re right. He is. So, does the Bible teach a
local congregation? I’m glad you asked because this gets into the heart of this message.
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II. The Church is Local
What are the biblical commands and teachings regarding the local Church? Davey poses these scenarios:
* Three guys meeting at a Starbucks and talking about the Lord.
* Someone attending a Bible study with a group.
* A gathering of believers on a campus, studying the Bible together, and someone even preaches.
Are these considered a Church? No and we will see why. Stephen Davey says the problem is they confuse “the
biblical definition of the church with people who make up the church.” (Stephen Davey, p.2 of message).
Note these teachings on the local church:
1. The Church has designated positions (from the Lord Himself):
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph.
4:11-12)
* The Lord appointed these positions and has a purpose for them in the local church.
2. The Church gathers around doctrinal truth from the Bible:
“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” (II Tim. 4:2-4)
3. The Church disciples and disciplines its members:
Look back at II Tim. 4:2 in which it says, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” (II Tim. 4:2)
* Convincing and teaching are part of discipleship. Rebuking is part of discipline.
4. The Church performs the two ordinances of Baptism and Communion:
* Ordained ministers administrate these ordinances. (Matthew 28:19-20)
5. The Churches were written to by Paul.
* 9 of Paul’s letters (books as we call them) were written to local churches and 3 to pastors. This represents
the majority of his writings. This is huge evidence of the biblical teaching and support for the local church.
The Christian is not just to believe, but to belong to a local Church.
There are many teachings in the New Testament that we call the “one anothers.”
They include: forgive one another (Eph. 4:32), pray for one another (James 5:16), rejoice with one another
(Romans 12:15), and encourage one another (I Thess. 5:11).
This is part of what we do by belonging to the Church.
In Acts 14-15, there are at least 3 direct references to a local church that gathered together (14:27), that met
to settle doctrinal issues (15:1-4), that sent certain disciples on church business and then another church
received them (15:1-4).
These are some of the scriptures that affirm a local church.
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BRINGING IT HOME to where we live:
The Church is God’s plan. The church should strive to be a healthy, biblical church led by God.
We are to value the church. It’s hard to oppose something that Jesus confirmed for us.
We are to belong and let God work in us and through us.

Where are you in your thinking concerning the Church?
Stephen Davey gave a great statement that I will close with today:
“Frankly, it’s time that membership in the church shifted to a gut-level, all or nothing, self-committing, selfsacrificing, self-denying, cross-carrying, Christ exalting – ownership. This isn’t a club… this is the living church of
Jesus Christ.” (Stephen Davey)
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